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Since the June-launching, the 
GDISC ERIT Ukraine project 
has reached its full operation 
speed and a number of satisfying 
results has been produced. 
Several workshops have been 
held in and outside Kyiv. Study 
visits to Hungary and the Czech 
Republic, focusing  on the 
European practices of detention 
and screening (temporary 
holding) centres, have been 
successfully organised for 
Ukrainian state border   guards   
and representatives of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Ukraine. Speci•cations for the 
actual procurement of equipment 
for two already opened detention 
centres in the north-western 
part of Ukraine as well as 8 
temporary holding centres 

around the eastern border of 
Ukraine are under preparation. 
Intensive consultations on 
various alternatives for a visa IT-
system produced fruitful results 
and constitute a solid basis for 
further activities and discussions 
on the speci•c technical aspects 
of the needed visa IT-system. 
Possible options and solutions 
for a cross-border permit were 
elaborated. The latter activity 
re!ected an urgent need of 
Ukraine arising from recently 
signed bilateral agreements with 
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 
on local travel of cross-border 
traf•c of nationals living in the 
border areas. In addition, intense 
preparation for workshops in the 
area of returns and asylum are 
on-going.

Project in its full operation  
 

in this issue:

Project in its full operation

Seminar on Screening Centres 
(Module 1)

Study visit to Hungary (Module 1)

Workshop on detention practices 
experience exchange (Module 4)

Study visit to the Czech Republic 
(Module 4) 

Facilitation of the small border 
regime contacts (Module 6) 

Solutions for the visa IT-system in 
Ukraine (Module 6)

Current migration reform 
development and the impact on 
the GDISC ERIT project

Linkage to other initiatives

Project management information

1 - 

2 - 

2 -

3 - 

3 -

4 -

4 -

5 -

5 -

6 -  

Photo: Participants of the study visit to Hungary
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On September 28, representatives from the 
State Border Guard Service and the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of Ukraine (MIA) arrived in 
Hungary to start a study visit and acquaintance 
with practical work with apprehended illegal 
migrants and asylum seekers. Both SBGS and 

MIA representatives have been directly working 
in managerial positions in the •eld of temporary 
holding or detention centres and thus the visit  was 
of utmost importance to them.The group visited 
numerous holding points and special premises 

along the European Union external border (at 
Beregsurany, Barabas, Kolcse and Debrecen 
airport) which are under the responsibility of the 
Hungarian Police. Also inland facilities under 
the responsibility of the Of•ce for Immigration 
and Nationalities were introduced to the visitors 

in detail. Tours around Nyirbator, Bekecsaba 
and Debrecen centres gave a !avour of how 
reception, accommodation, screening and 
detention centres look like and are operated in 
Hungary.

Focusing on the EU legislation and Hungarian 
practices in managing screening centres and 
temporary holding points, a workshop took 
place in Kyiv in the middle of August. Two 
Hungarian experts exchanged their experience 
in short-term holding of illegal migrants with their 
colleagues from the State Border Guard Service 
of Ukraine (SBGS) from Kyiv, the Eastern 

Regional Directorate and border detachments 
at the eastern border,  as well as with 

representatives from other relevant    authorities. 
In their presentations, the Hungarian experts 
focused on legal, organisational and practical 

aspects of both holding of illegal migrants and 
accommodation of asylum seekers in Hungary. 
To ensure coordination and mutual information 
exchange, representatives of UNHCR and IOM 
were invited and took part in the seminar.
After the workshop, the Hungarian Leading Expert 
Laszlo Csaki, together with a representative of 
the SBGS Administration, undertook a joint two-
week visit to selected locations, east and south of 
Ukraine. The expert focused on practical needs 
in training and experience  exchange with SBGS 
staff working in temporary  holding points and 
special  premises in Odessa, Kharkiv,  Dergachi 
and Boryspil Airport in Kyiv. 

Study visit to Hungary (Module 1)

Seminar on Screening Centres (Module 1)
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The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) of Ukraine 
opened in July 2008 in Rozsudiv (Chernigiv 
Region) its •rst detention centre (or migrant 
accommodation centre) co-funded by the 
European Commission. In September 2008, the 
Zhuravichi detention centre in Volyn Region was 
opened. After gaining two months of experience 
with work with detainees in the Rozsudiv centre, 
training to personnel, who directly work with 
detainees, was carried out by experts from the 
Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic in the 
•rst half of September. The management of 
similar facilities in the Czech Republic shared 
their experience in working with detainees 
and with managing such facility from practical, 

organisational, logistical and security points of 
view. The Director of the Czech detention centre 
Bela-Jezova, Viliam Andrássy, was supporting 
the Rozsudiv detention centre in the following 
week. During his stay, he studied in detail the 
work and procedures of the centre, starting with 
admission procedure, documentation of the 
detainee, health care, accommodation, feeding, 
isolation of problematic detainees and security 
of both staff and the facility. His work with staff 
members of various sub-divisions of the detention 
centre combined with the previous workshop in 
Rozsudiv has led to a joint detailed expert report 
addressing both capacity building needs for staff 
and technical needs for the facility.

Workshop on detention practices experience exchange (Module 4) 

Study visit to the Czech Republic (Module 4)

At the beginning of October, the Ministry of 
Interior of the Czech Republic welcomed a 
group from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine. 
During the initial meetings the management 
of the Refugee Facilities Administration of the 
Czech Ministry of Interior in Prague presented 
the role of this agency regarding tasks related to 
detention. Moreover, given the presence of the 
management of the Zhuravichi centre, Czech 
experts summarised results of the workshop and 

coaching in Rozsudiv and presented the report 
with a special focus on recommendations and 
gaps and needs analysis. The tour included visits 
to two Czech detention centres, Bela-Jezova 
and Postorna, which were highly appreciated 
by Ukrainian participants. Since the group 
was accompanied by the management of the 
Czech facilities, who carried out the activities in 
Rozsudiv, the attention focused on differences in 
procedures, system of work and facility security 
between Ukraine and in the Czech Republic. 
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Facilitation of the small border regime 

Ukraine has signed bilateral agreements with 
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia on local travel 
for cross-border traf•c of nationals living in the 
border areas. The extent of the border area is 
de•ned in each agreement, but does not exceed 
50 km from the border line. The permit is valid 
for a period from 1 to 5 years. The conclusion 
of a similar agreement is being discussed with 
Rumania.  

During the April planning mission, the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed the wish to 
receive support for the development of a concept 
document for border permits for citizens of these 
countries as an urgent priority. Such permits shall 
be issued in the future by Ukrainian consulates 
in the mentioned countries. 

In response to this need, in July a document 
expert from the Netherlands, Mr. Ronald Belser, 
travelled to Kiev to support the development of a 

concept document for border permits. Together 
with Ukrainian of•cials, a list of options for the 
development of such a permit was drafted. The 
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
were very satis•ed with the mission and its results. 
The elaborated options for the development of a 
concept for a border permit currently serve as the 
basis for further work on this topic by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Solutions for the visa IT-system in Ukraine (Module 6)

On 17 – 19 September 2008, Ms. Jose Vreeburg 
from the Dutch Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service led a workshop using interactive 
methods such as brain-storming and mind 

mapping to identify possible alternatives to a 
visa IT-system in Ukraine. With the input of the 
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(main stakeholder), the State Border Guard 
Service, the State Security Service and the 
State Committee for Nationalities and Religion, 
so-called “Process Schemes” were produced 
on process steps, available means, work !ow, 
involved authorities and their functions. The 
expected output including scheme presenting 
a common   understanding of the future were 

also elaborated. All the schemes will be later 
integrated into the “De•nition Study for Ukraine”. 
In the Netherlands, a “De•nition Study” is used to 
initiate any IT-projects. The purpose is to provide 
a solid base for the next phases of the IT-project 
by describing the desired future situation. This 
method has been deemed applicable within 
the GDISC ERIT module on visa, to support 
the development of an IT-based visa system 
in Ukraine. The De•nition Study will later be 
included in the Visa Action Plan, one of the major 
deliverables of the project. Part of the  workshop 
was held as an informal Visa Working Group, 
since the meeting contributed to the development 
of the Visa Action Plan and supported the IT 
aspects of interagency co-operation.
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Since the last issue of the ERIT newsletter, 
the impact of the developments regarding the 
institutional setting and reform of the competent 
asylum authority in Ukraine calmed down. While 
in July 2008 the transfer of all competences 
regarding asylum issues from the State 
Committee for Nationalities and Religion to the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs was set, the respective 
Cabinet of Ministers’ decrees were vetoed by 
the President of Ukraine, and the Ukrainian 
Constitutional High Court was asked to solve 
this impasse. As a result, the State Committee 
for Nationalities and Religion took up again full 
responsibility in the •eld of asylum.

These developments 
were closely followed by 
the ERIT project team, 
putting asylum project 
activities on hold until 
these questions were 
resolved. In the course 
of the Council of Europe 
Ministerial Conference in 
Kyiv on 4/5 September, 
bilateral meetings 
were held between 
representatives from the 

Ministries of Interior of Ukraine and the Czech 
Republic as well as between the Director of the 
Migration Of•ce in the Slovak Ministry of Interior 
with the Director of the Migration Department 
of the State Committee for Nationalities and 
Religion (SCNR). During these meetings, the 
full operational capability of the SCNR has been 
con•rmed to both Czech and Slovak ERIT project 
partners.

Modules 2 and 3, which were directly in!uenced 
by these developments, responded in a !exible 
manner by using the time to prepare and 
coordinate a joint seminar of the ERIT project 
with the High Administrative Court of Ukraine (for 
November 2008), an activity which was initially 
planned at a later stage. 

The partners responsible for asylum issues, the 
State Committee for Nationalities and Religion, 
the Polish Foreigners Of•ce and the Slovak 
Migration Of•ce in the Ministry of Interior, 
additionally co-ordinated their planes and 
scheduled the •rst common seminar for the 22 
– 24 of October in Kyiv. Case workers and COI 
specialists from the three partner institutions will 
exchange practices and experiences from their 
respective countries.

Current migration reform developments and the impact on the GDISC ERIT project

On the invitation of the State Border Guard 
Service, Liaison Of•cer Zdenek Belonoznik 
attended the ceremonial opening of the screening 
centre in Malyn (Lviv) and recently in Chernovtsy, 
which was the latest renovated screening centre 
under the IOM’s four-year migration capacity 
building project CBMM (I&II). The ICMPD/ERIT 
team participated in several migration-related 
conferences that took place in Kyiv. Mr. Belonoznik 
provided an overview of the migration and asylum 
systems of the Czech Republic at the Joint 
CARITAS/UNHCR Conference on the Concept 
Paper on State Migration Policy of Ukraine.; 
Project Coordinator Marcela Entlichova took part 
in the Danish Refugee Council “Round-Table 
Discussion on Inter-Institutional Cooperation in 
the Asylum Context”. In her address, she focused 
on the intergovernmental and inter-institutional 
cooperation within GDISC and the GDISC ERIT 
project. Moreover, in September the ICMPD 

Kyiv of•ce welcomed 
researchers from the 
German Humboldt 
Foundation who are 
implementing the 
project Grenzräume 
Europas (Borderlands 
of Europe) and are 
presently working 
on the topic of the 
economic, social and 
political aspects of 
the emerging EU- and 
Schengen-Borders in 
Eastern Europe. The 
purpose is to analyse how the situation inside 
and outside the Schengen-Area is changing 
with the enlargement of the European Union and 
Schengen. A special focus is on migration and 
security in Ukraine.

Linkage to other initiatives  

Photo: Marcela Entlichova, GDISC 
ERIT Ukraine Project Co-ordinator

Photo: Mykola Yerukh, Head of 
Migration Department of the SCNR
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Contact information

October and November events

Project management information

On 9 September 2009, the Ukrainian Ministry of Economy issued the registration card 
of the GDISC ERIT project. With this document the project is of•cially registered in 
Ukraine.

To fully ensure that ICMPD can realize procurements as foreseen in the project, 
additional documents have to be provided to the Ministry of Economy. The project 
management is intensively cooperating with the EC in Brussels to •nalize the process, 
which will then allow for an ef•cient and economical procurement of project-related 
equipment.

Inception report  

The European Commission has approved the Inception Report that was submitted 
in August 2008 together with the updated budget re!ecting all planned activities 
foreseen in the Inception Report.

Project registration

 Kyiv ICMPD Of•ce 
 (Kruty Uzviz 6, Kyiv)

Liaison Of•cer 
Zdenek Belonoznik 

Zdenek.Belonoznik@icmpd-ua.org
Tel: +380 44 501 94 96

                 Mob: +380 685 98 10 26

 
 Vienna ICMPD Of•ce 
 (Gonzagagasse 1, 1010 Vienna)

Project Coordinator 
Marcela Entlichova 

Marcela.Entlichova@icmpd.org
Tel: +43 1 504 46 77 79

      Mob: +43 699 14 20 29 46

Module 1
29 September – 2 October – Study visit to Hungary

Module 2&3
22 – 24 October – Workshop on asylum procedure, 
Kyiv 
27 – 28 November – Workshop for judges, Odesa

Module 4
6 – 9 October – Study visit to the Czech Republic

Module 6
21 – 24 October – Joint Seminar and Visa Work-
ing Group meeting on an “IT based visa system in 
Ukraine”

Module 5
13 – 15 October – On-the-spot support, Kyiv
15 October – Informal meeting of the “Return working 
group”
24 – 28 November – Workshop on “Return policies 
and strategies”, Kyiv
27 or 28 November - Meeting of the “Return working 
group”, Kyiv

Department for Asylum and Migration Policy, 
Czech MoI

Of®ce of Immigration and 
Nationality, Hungary

Of®ce for Foreigners, 
Poland

Immigration and Naturalisation Service, 
the Netherlands

Migration Of®ce, 
Ministry of Interior, 
Slovakia

Border Agency, Home Of®ce, UK International Centre for Migration 
and Policy Development


